
1



We know that not everyone agrees with every UC policy  - even temporary policies; but, 
we strive to do what is best for students while upholding UC standards.

We are in a very fluid and volatile time right now, and we won’t always have the answers 
when you want or need them. We will, however, try our best to provide as much 
information as possible in as many ways possible to all of our constituents. That is the 
purpose of this webinar today.
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Take-away: UC is not lowering its standards. We still require students to meet the 
minimum 3.0 GPA (3.4 for non-residents) for admission purposes, and we are not 
allowing letter grades of D or F to meet any of our requirements.

Current seniors who have been offered admission to a UC campus for fall 2020 are 
expected to meet their conditions/provisions of admission, including earning C or better 
grades (or P/CR grades) in their spring coursework.
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We are not asking for high schools to specify on their transcript what the P (CR) grade 
signifies.



Typical GPA grade points:
A = 4 grade points
B = 3 grade points
C = 2 grade points
D = 1 grade point
F = 0 grade points

Number of A-G courses and number of honors/AP/IB courses is one of the academic 
factors considered under Comprehensive Review.
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This temporary measure only pertains to students graduating from high school in 2021. 
Students who are graduating in 2020 and planning to take a gap year are still expected 
to have completed the SAT/ACT testing requirement before graduating from high school.

The Board of Regents is expected to vote on the use of standardized tests in admission 
at their May meeting. For reference, the Standardized Testing Task Force recommended 
that UC continue using SAT/ACT scores in admissions.
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• The College Board has modified the AP exams for 2020; exams will be online, will be 
45 minutes in length, and will cover only content that most schools likely would have 
covered through early March. 

• IBO has cancelled all spring 2020 IB exams around the world, but they are 
implementing external assessment measures to award scores consistent with the 
scores typically awarded for their exams.

• GCE A-levels are completed by students following a British system of education. Since 
all GCE A-level exams have been cancelled for spring 2020, the various examination 
authorities are implementing various assessment procedures to award grades 
comparable to those awarded for their exams.

• Note: UC does not award credit for the Pearson International A-level exams (IALs).
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Score 24 or higher for the ACT combined English/Writing or English Language Arts (ELA)
Score 31 or higher on Writing and Language in the SAT
Score 3, 4 or 5 on the AP examination in English Language and Composition, or English 
Literature and Composition
Score 6 or 7 on the IB Standard Level examination in English: Literature, or Language and 
Literature
Score 5, 6 or 7 on the IB Higher Level examination in English: Literature, or Language and 
Literature
Score 6.5 or higher on the International English Language Testing System (IELTS)
Test of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) examination: 

Internet-based test (iBT): Minimum score of 80 or better
Paper-delivered test: Minimum score of 60 or better
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This is also true for any other student who had planned to meet requirements via 
Admission by Exam. It’s important to remember, however, that students who qualify for 
Admission by Exam are not guaranteed a spot at UC. We encourage these students, 
including the homeschool students, to utilize the Additional Comments sections of the 
application to explain why they were unable to meet minimum requirements.
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